Comprehensive results will be prepared at the completion of the project.
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Decision Support
Decision support is the assistance provided to a decisionmaker in the form of technical expertise that enhances the decisionmaking process (Cleaves, David, 1998, unpub. data) . According to Katz (2000) , there is value in providing decision support to local planning communities, as well as an increasing need for such support. Increasing development rates, tight budgets, hectic daily routines, and limited technical skills make it difficult for local decisionmakers to do the long-term planning required to keep pace with increasing urbanization and its associated pressures. Scientists are responding to the needs of the planners with research focused on decision analysis tools, technique development, integrated systems, and applications.
These research efforts are helping to provide an understanding of the technologies that are available today and are also helping planning communities understand how planning decisions affect them over time (Katz, 2000) . A review of the current literature in decision support shows that research activities fall into three broad categories:
(1) DSSs, (2) decision analysis tools, and (3) integrated environments of tools and information.
Decision Support Systems
When decision support is packaged as an interoperable system with interchangeable parts, it is considered to be a DSS. Cleaves (1998) New planning tools also provide land use planners with the ability to improve interaction among community members through a design that allows all users to participate equally in the planning process. Finally, new tools currently being designed allow replication of the planning process, in a timely fashion, reducing the error that often occurs with manual applications (Batty and Densham, 1996) .
Decision Support Research
In the scientific community, two factors are fostering decision support research: (1) Digital technology has become a common tool of everyday life, and (2) a considerable amount of data, tools, and software are available (Arnold and others, 2000) . The unprecedented array of choices, along with a more technologically adept public, emphasizes the importance of equipping decisionmakers with the best tools and information available. Birk and Foresman (2000) 
